
IT’S been another exciting year in 
the Irk Valley. In this newsletter we 
hope to give you a fl avour of just 

some of the many projects that have 
been transforming the valley into a 
vibrant community resource during 
the past 12 months. 
The partnerships driving the project are 
going from strength to strength and there 
are some really high-quality green 
spaces emerging for the whole 
community to enjoy. 
Community involvement, innovation and 
sustainability are central themes in 
ensuring the success of the Irk Valley 
Project, and this year has seen plenty of 
great examples.
The Friends of Blackley Forest, who 
work tirelessly to raise the profi le of 
Blackley Forest Local Nature Reserve, 
have been boosted in their efforts by the 
energy and enthusiasm generated by the 
launch of the Mancunian Agreement and 
other agencies backing the forest. They 
have also gained nearly £10k of BBC 
Breathing Places funding to encourage 
more visitors into the forest. 
Watch out for leafl ets, signs, a website, 
volunteer days and a big summer fun 

event that will have the whole community 
fl ocking to the forest.
Broadhurst Community Wetland is a 
fabulous new open water habitat. It’s 
been designed in partnership with local 
people and has gained national 
recognition from the Department for 
Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) as an 
example of good quality, innovative 
water management.
St Michael’s Flags and Angel Meadow is 
a great example of how the Irk Valley 
Project can sustain and enhance new 
developments. The huge site 
improvements of 2004/05 are now 
managed and improved upon in a 
programme of works set out in a detailed 
management plan. 
The quality of this management was 
recognised when the site was awarded a 
Green Flag Award.
We’re excited by the many changes that 
are taking place in the Irk Valley, and the 
plans in place to make many more. 
Come along and see the successes 
that have already been achieved for 
yourselves and make the most of this 
beautiful green resource that’s right 
on your doorstep.
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It’s excellent 
in the Irk

It’s a green light for the ‘Green Corridor’
THE Irk Valley Local Plan was offi cially approved 
by Manchester City Council Executive Committee 
on January 17, 2007. The plan outlines the 
improvements needed to revitalise North 
Manchester’s green spaces and to create good 
links between them. This green corridor running 
along the River Irk and its tributaries, Moston 
Brook and Boggart Hole Brook will be a fantastic 

resource for local people and a home for wildlife.
Councillor Paul Murphy, Chair of the Irk Valley 
Steering Group, commented: “North Manchester’s 
wealth of open spaces gives us a unique 
opportunity to create the park, which will be a 
prized asset for local communities and visitors 
alike. This plan is a signifi cant step towards 
seizing that chance.” 



Welcoming entrance: The 
work at St Michael’s Flags 
and Angel Meadow has 
been recognised by awards 
at  national and local level

ST MICHAEL’S Flags and Angel Meadow, 
the “Gateway to the Irk Valley”, has 
been awarded a Green Flag for 2006. 

The Green Flag Award is the national standard 
for parks and green spaces in England and 
Wales, creating a benchmark of excellence in 
recreational green areas. The 
award is a tribute to all the 
partners who have been involved 
in the regeneration of the area 
including the Friends of Angel 
Meadow who continue to 
support this small but vital green 
space. 
As well as fl ying the Green Flag, 
St Michaels and Angel Meadow 
has been designated a 
Biodiversity Hotspot by 
Manchester City Council’s 
biodiversity team in recognition 
of its value for wildlife. Greater 

Manchester Passenger Transport Executive 
(GMPTE) backed all the hard work put in in this 
area by contributing bird and bat-boxes, so have 
a look for wildlife action next time you are 
visiting.
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and Angel Meadow has 

of its value for wildlife. Greater 

A Green 
Flag 
and a 
Hotspot

Hot spot: Joy Dent from GMPTE 
(right in picture) hands over the 
Biodiversity Hotspot award for St 
Michael’s Flags and Angel Meadow 
to Richard Eccles, park warden, 
Hilary Wood, Irk Valley project 
offi cer and Jill Tyson, a local 
volunteer

partners who have been involved 

support this small but vital green 

ANGEL MEADOW

Work helps 
bring Vale 
back to life
AMBITIOUS plans to 
transform an underused 
green space on a landfi ll 
site south of Blackley New 
Road have been hailed a 
great success after a year 
of hard work.
Funding from the 
Environment Agency and 
additional support from 
Red Rose Forest Green 
Tips Campaign, 
Manchester City Council 
and the Neighbourhood 
Renewal Public Footpath 
Fund backed the project to 
create Blackley Vale, which 
was offi cially launched in 
June 2006. 
A series of community-led 
projects have helped turn 
the Vale site into a vital 
green resource for the 
area. These have included 
removing more than fi ve 
tons of litter from the site, 
planting 8,000 bluebell 
bulbs and sowing over 
10kg of wildfl ower seed. 
In addition new perimeter 
fencing has been installed, 
vegetation cut back to 
open up views of the Irk 
River Valley, and a circular 
path has been laid allowing 
all-year round access. 
There have been setbacks: 
fl ooding in July damaged a 
section of the path, but the 
damage was repaired 
thanks to support from the 
Green Tips Campaign. 
The Vale is now a valuable 
green resource for the local 
community and a key link 
in the Irk Valley Green 
Corridor. 





Springwatch 
in the Valley
AMONG the many events 
held in the Irk Valley Green 
corridor over the past 12 
months, one of the best was 
“Springwatch” — an exciting 
day of events run by both 
the BBC and Manchester 
City Council in June. St 
Michael’s Flags and Angel 
Meadows hosted family 
activities with guided history 
walks, tree dressing, bird 
box making and craft 
activities organised by a 
wide range of partner 
organisations. These 
included the Friends of 
Angel Meadows, the Friends 
of Blackley Forest, other 
Friends Groups and 
Manchester Park Wardens 
among others. 
Visitors left a permanent 
reminder of the day by 
planting wildfl owers in the 
shape of a butterfl y fl itting 
over the grass.

Art and craft: Youngsters 
join in arts and crafts 
activities at Springwatch

Family day: Local residents 
at the Springwatch event

BAILEY’S Wood in Charlestown has 
had a springclean after a clean-up 
day organised by local volunteers 

cleared several truck-loads of rubbish from 
an area that was previously blighted by fl y-
tipping and litter problems.
And not content with those endeavours, the 
volunteers rounded off their day by building 
dozens of bird boxes to be put up around Irk 
Valley to encourage local birds to nest.
The work was undertaken by Volunteering UK, 
students from Manchester University’s CSV 
team and staff from the Manchester offi ces of 
KPMG, the accountancy fi rm.
The blustery February weather didn’t deter the 
volunteers from their task as they cleaned up 
rubbish including tyres, carpets and general 
household waste from the land at the entrance 
to the wood.
The volunteers’ efforts have improved Bailey’s 
Wood as a resource for the local community.
The clean-up event was then followed by bird 
box-making at Boggart Hole Clough Visitors’ 
Centre. The boxes have been distributed to 
sites across the Irk Valley Project, including 
Harpurhey Pond and Northfi elds Day Centre.

BAILEY’S WOOD
It’s clean-up time at

SPRINGCLEAN: (top) Volunteers hard at work 
cleaning-up Bailey’s Wood... and some of the 
volunteers with the fi nished bird boxes

BLACKLEY Forest Local Nature Reserve 
has been chosen as one of seven 

projects to be piloted under the Mancunian 
Agreement, launched by The Manchester 
Partnership. 
The agreements are all about communities 
and local services working smarter together 
and that’s just what the Friends of Blackley 
Forest and local residents aim to do to 
improve the forest and make it more 
accessible to the public.
Initial fruits of the agreement have included a 
series of meetings to raise concerns and 

highlight areas for improvement. Other 
partner organisations, including Northwards 
Housing, Manchester Leisure, Manchester 
Green Spaces and Greater Manchester 
Police have pledged to support both the 
Friends group and the forest. The aim is to 
make the forest a place for everyone to enjoy 
both now and in the years to come. 
In a very short space of time great strides 
have been made in taking a different 
approach to dealing with some of the key 
issues affecting the forest. For more 
information see www.blackleyforest.com.

We agree — 
Blackley 
Forest is great!

WE AGREE: 
Representatives 
from the bodies 
working in Blackley 
Forest sign up to the 
Mancunian 
Agreement



    Promoting Partnerships
The Irk Valley Project is funded and supported across Manchester City 
Council, including Manchester Leisure, the North Manchester 
Regeneration Team and Manchester Environment and Campaigns Team. 
The project is also funded and supported by a number of agencies 
including Groundwork Manchester, Salford and Trafford, The 
Environment Agency, ZEST Healthy Living Project and Red Rose Forest. 

     Contact 
For more information on the Irk Valley Project, contact: 
 Hilary Wood, Irk Valley Project Offi cer, 
 Groundwork Manchester, Salford and Trafford, Timber Wharf, 
 42-50 Worsley Street, Castlefi eld, Manchester M15 4LD. 
 Tel. 0161 220 1000. 
Also see www.irkvalley.info. You can email Hilary through the website.
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THE Irk Valley Project has received a major 
boost after a number of key organisations 
agreed to work together to improve the areas 

within the valley known as Moston Brook, Moston 
Fairways and Moston Common.

Groundwork Oldham and Rochdale, 
Groundwork Manchester, Salford 

           and Trafford, Manchester City 
Council and Oldham Borough

 
                

Council will work in partnership on the project. Over the 
next 12 months they will fi nd out much more about this 
large area of green space – how people use it, it’s role 
as a home for wildlife, what local residents would like to 
see improved and how this can be achieved. 
Funding has been secured from both Manchester and 
Oldham local authorities for this initial survey and 
planning work, mainly through the efforts of local 
councillors who, along with residents, have shown a 
huge interest and commitment to improving and 

enhancing this area of great potential. 
This initial funding will enable a full 
development plan to be drawn up in 
consultation with local residents and partner 

agencies.  Although the whole 
improvement process may well take 

years, it will eventually create a vital 
gateway from the Irk Valley to the 
wider countryside, and back again!

Th e beginnings of a big change...

MOSTON BROOK

Working together:  
(from left) David 
Jones, leader of 
Oldham MBC, and Sir 
Richard Leese, leader 
of Manchester City 
Council, meet on site 
to give their support to 
this innovative cross- 
boundary project and 
hand over the fi rst 
slice of funding to 
representatives of the 
Moston Brook 
Steering Group

ALL along the length of the Irk 
Valley there are positive signs 
that nature is winning its fi ght 
to bring the countryside back 
to the banks of the River Irk.  
Clean-up projects,
planting sessions and a 
stronger community 
commitment to look 
after the valley is all 
helping to build a 
beautiful green oasis 
that runs to the heart 
of the city of Manchester.

Nature’s winning 
in the Valley
Nature’s winning 
in the Valley




